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Moreover,  Socialism is  an urban and industrial
product, while the Aude is prevailingly agrarian,
To be sure, Narbonne has manufactures of honey,
salt, tiles, pottery, flour and saltpetre ; it boasts also
a  radical  history  ascending  to  the  Revolution.1
Whatever   the   cause,   that  remote   province  has
continued its guest in office, through three elections,
for more than eight years.    On returning to the
Chamber, he was the recipient of a compliment that
is yet remembered.   Raymond Poincare was deliver-
ing a speech.    His reoccupation of the Ruhr had
been contested with fang and claw by Leon Blum,
who was largely responsible for the overthrow of
Poincare's former ministry in June, 1924.   Now he
was again Premier.   The nationalist chief broke off
in the midst of his address, hastened to M. Blum's
side and welcomed the new Deputy from the Aude
with a clasp of the hand.   Across every imaginable
gulf of temperament and conviction, one upright
man took pleasure in publicly greeting another.

In due course, the title of Leader of the Opposi-
tion was awarded to M. Blum by the Lower House.
Steadfastly he refused office ; but it was understood
that against his hostility no Cabinet could long
survive. In order that government might continue
to function, he invented an expedient called prejugi
favorable, or " benevolent presumption/5 Through
this device he was able, in return for support of his
party measures, to screen the Ministry in power with

1 In ancient times an important Roman seaport, Narbonne
lies on a dusty plain six miles from the Mediterranean. Its
population is 25,000.